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Daily Student Ridership & Cost Breakdown
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Contracted Transportation Rates

Route Description GEN ED SPED

 4 hrs. per school day $507.85 $412.41

 6 hrs. per school day $604.67 $505.83

 8 hrs. per school day $701.49 $599.26

Specialized Trips COST

 School day trips (4-5 hr.) per bus hour $45.72

 Activity bus (afterhours/weekend) $384.07

(5 hour minimum charge)

 Cancellation charge less then 2 hrs. $107.58
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Transportation Historical Costs
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Transportation Zones 

Service Area Maps

Elementary Schools Middle Schools

Aqua Caliente Desert Springs

Bella Vista James Workman

Cabot Yerxa Painted Hills

Cahuilla Raymond Cree

Julius Corsini

Katherine Finchy

Landau

Rancho Mirage
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Aqua Caliente ES Map
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Bella Vista ES Map
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Bubbling Wells ES Map
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Cabot Yerxa ES Map
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Cahuilla ES Map
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Cathedral City ES Map
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Della S. Lindley ES Map
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Julius Corsini ES Map
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Katherine Finchy ES Map
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Landau ES Map
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Rancho Mirage ES Map
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Rio Vista ES Map
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Sunny Sands ES Map
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Two Bunch Palms ES Map
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Vista del Monte ES Map
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Desert Springs MS Map
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Nellie Coffman MS Map
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James Workman MS Map
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Painted Hills MS Map
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Raymond Cree MS Map
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Maximizing Bussing Capacity

 Buses are being reviewed with the monthly audits 

that are conducted by First Student  

 Buses that the ability to add students within that 

area will have the maps redrawn to include more 

students
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Bussing vs. Attendance
28



Student Overflow

 CURRENTLY 19 OVERFLOW STUDENTS 

DISTRICT WIDE
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Bus Types

 Type 1 Transit: holds 78 or more Gen. Ed. 

Students

 Type 1 Conventional Wheelchair Bus: holds 30-

40 students depending on configuration

 Type 2 Ambulatory Bus: holds 20 or more 

students

 White Fleet Van:  holds 4-6 students for Gen. 

Ed./SPED
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Required Safety Features for all 

School Busses?

 First aid kit

 Body fluid kit

 Fire extinguisher

 Seat belt cutter (Emergencies)

 Two-way radio system

 Child Check Mate System

 3 seat belts per seat

 Road reflectors
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Bus Driver Requirements

State and Federal 

 Annual monitoring of background and driving record

 Pre-employment and random drug screens (D.O.T)

 CHP written and drive test every 5 years

 D.O.T. physical / DMV Class B Commercial License / CDE 

issued School Bus Certificate

 DOJ, FBI fingerprints & First Student company background 

clearance
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First Student Staffing

 Total Staffing Complement 111

 Management staff 1

 Dispatch staff 2

 Office staff 1

 Mechanics 3

 Bus monitors/attendants 21

 Total bus drivers 83
 Less than one year 19

 One to five years 34

 Five to ten years 9

 Ten years or more 21
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Bus Driver Training

6
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Bus Driver Training (Cont.)

 Minimum 20 hours of classroom training (CA 

STATE)

 Minimum 20 hours of behind the wheel training 
(CA STATE)

 Continuous annual training
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Bus Driver Monitoring & Evaluation

 Positive check-in daily before keys are issued

 All drivers enrolled in the DMV pull notices to 

monitor changes in driving record

 Driver maintenance online software to monitor 

compliance

 Provide 10 hours of In-Service training annually

 Evaluate performance through a ride along with 

location safety manager or certified trainer
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California Highway Patrol 

Requirements

 Inspections of the child restraint system

 Inspection includes Child Checkmate system

 Review bus maintenance records 

 Audit driver’s time and trip logs

 Review driver’s credentials and background

 Inspect twice per year
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Automated Bus & Student Checks 

through Zonar Systems
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Automated Bus & Student Checks 

through Zonar Systems (Cont.)

 Bus safety pre-trip inspections

 Vehicle diagnostics

 Miles traveled / fuel used / MPG

 Route replay monitor stop times and efficiency 

of route

 On time performance tracker

 School arrival / monitor on-time
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Automated Bus & Student Checks 

through Zonar Systems (Cont.)
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Bus Facts

 153,000 miles each month and 1,000,000 combined 
miles for home to school and activity trips annually

 Child Check Mate security system on all buses as 
required by California State Law as of November 
2018

 GPS Monitoring on all vehicles

 An average of 2,400 students transported to and 
from school daily

 3 video cameras on all large buses and 2 video 
cameras on smaller buses and 1 camera on the white 
fleet vans capturing activity of drivers and students
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Bus Facts (Cont.)

 22 propane operated buses

 27 natural gas operated buses

 35 gasoline operated buses

 3 gasoline operated white fleet vans (6 
passenger)

 8 buses 2009, all others 2016 and newer

 All buses/vans air conditioned

 26 general education & 54 special education 
buses

 3 white fleet vans (2-6 passenger/1-4 passenger)
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QUESTIONS?
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